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The context

• 1 bag of money (tax payers)

• 9 national agencies with…

• 100 different needs and…

• 529,000 km2 to cover
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2012-2015 – ESA 
funded pilot 
(CadasterENV). 
Concept and 
methodology for a new 
National Land Cover 
Database (NLCD)

2017-2018 –
National roll-out of
CadasterENV
methodology
(dissemination of
NLCD 1.0 in 2019)

2018-2020 –
Assessment of needs
for further improvement
of methodology and 
infrastructure

2020-2021 –
Developing and 
piloting new and 
improved methodology

2023? – National roll-
out of revised 
methodology for 
NLCD 2.0

A bit of background



A collaborative approach

• Define a common core of data useful to all stakeholders

• Bring your ”hobby horses” to the table (to keep everyone onboard)

• Agree on what is ”need to have” and stucture data accordinly

• Agree on what is ”good to have” but is out of scope (could be 

handled as downstream products)

• Kill your darlings…



How to enable multipurpose use
of data?

• A flexible output is key

• Enable exctraction of valuable data along the production process

• Organise final output in stacks of data instead of overcrowding

one single product
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Base layer (land cover)

Object height (trees)

Object density (trees)

Productivity (forest land)

Land use features

Wetness



What’s in it for official statistics?

• A single national consolidated, robust and maintained data source 

for land cover

• Agreed semantics and definitions that fits well with other data 

sources for statistics (e.g. FAO definition of forest)

• A strong community of experts, exchange of experiences and 

knowledge

• Management of raw EO data and processing outside the statistical

production process
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What’s in it for official statistics?

• The National Land Cover Data directly incorporated in official

statistics products

• Urban green space and urban green areas

• Land cover within designated areas

• Formally protected forest land

• Indirectly supporting other statistical products with data

• Contributing to reporting on a number of SDG indicators

• Used in experimental products, such as land accounting




